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BUILDINGS
(SMALL SCALE RESIDENTIAL)

8 HENRY ST. (THE MOSAIC HOUSE)
Skinner & Skinner Architects Inc. in association with Parterre Landscape Design

The infill home at 8 Henry Street celebrates 
urban renewal with a contemporary design in 
a distinctive, downtown neighbourhood. The 
house marks a collaboration between London 
architect, Bradley Skinner, and owners Rob 
Hudson and Susan Day, a visual artist whose 
work is predominantly constructed of ceramic. 

Day’s mosaic installations are represented on 
murals throughout the city. The impulse to live 
closer to her downtown studio prompted the 
move. The owners saw potential on a small lot 
with a condemned house. A well-articulated, 
two-story, 700 sq ft footprint would replace a 
larger suburban home and commute. 

The location, South of Horton (SoHo) is a 
walkable area featuring an eclectic assembly of 
housing styles, including Victorian homes, early 
20th century single detached homes and mid-
rise apartment buildings, bordering commercial 
corridors. The new building is in line with the 
surrounding houses on the narrow street. A 
small garden and sitting area enclosed by a low 
courtyard wall in front of the entrance creates a 
porch-like setting, with space for two cars in line 
beside.

Day’s desire to create a mosaic tile installation 
on the home’s façade is fundamental to the 
building’s architecture. The simple form, 18 
ft wide by 36 ft deep, allows for economical 
construction and for the art to flow along the 
east and north facing walls. In addition to 
creating an aesthetic and functional composition, 
the building is a palette for art; a simple base to 
compliment the artist’s ceramic work. Concrete 
block serves as an ideal subsurface for the 
application of mosaic tiles. The ceramic colours 
and design transforms the overall structure 
making it light and lyrical. The material palette of 
block and tile is further articulated by accents in
wood, glass and steel. Wood along the front 
façade gives warmth and signals the formal 
entrance.

The language of the architecture is meant to 
work with the scale of the mosaic tiles. Windows 
at the front and sides are modest to provide 
discreet openings, given the proximity to the 
street, but also to mimic the scale and random 
placement of the artwork. Architecture and art 
form a symbiosis in their dual roles, creating a
plasticity in the interplay between one and the 
other.

The architectural program consists of a ground 
floor open kitchen, dining and family area; 
second level master bedroom, bathroom and 
sitting area; rooftop garden terrace; and lower-
level living area. Entrances, fenestration and 
views are key design elements that allow for 
privacy from the public streetscape and a
connection to nature through relating interior 
and exterior spaces. Large windows on the 
main level open west to the garden. The many 
smaller punched openings interact with the 
outdoors, providing wonderful glimpses of street 
activity, while bringing in ambient light and 
ventilation. Exterior walls extend above the roof 
to encompass a roof garden with incredible city 
vistas.

The small footprint, low window-to-wall ratio, 
energy-efficient glazing and high-performance 
heating and cooling systems generate an 
energy-efficient building. Passive technologies 
employed additionally include west facing 
windows to capture solar heat gain in fall and 
winter, and use of existing, mature trees for 
cooling in spring and summer.

The design, as an expression of architecture 
and art, looks to contribute to a diverse and 
revitalized SoHo
area.
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ADAPTIVE REUSE OR
REHABILITATION

138 THOMPSON RD. (HILLSIDE LONDON)
a+LiNK Architecture Inc. in association with York Urbanist

Hillside London, historically located in the Old 
South area of London at Commissioners
Road and Wortley Road was in transition as an 
evolving congregation. The church was
operating from a large-scale facility and 
interested in downsizing to a more intimate 
space in order to better serve their community 
and neighbours.

The initial project challenge was to uncover 
potential sites, within their existing preferred
area of the City, where the Church could 
remain to serve their established community. 
With undeveloped land within the core area of 
Old South non-existent, the adaptive reuse of 
an existing underutilized facility provided the 
pathway to follow for Hillside London’s next 
home.

Utilizing an existing bowling alley located just 
across Wellington Road from Old South on
Thompson Road, Hillside London revitalized the 
building and urban adjacencies. Hillside London 
is a community hub; a safe space for people 
to enjoy a coffee, listen to great local music, 
showcase and appreciate art, all while exploring 
the deeper questions about faith and meaning 
amongst their established community. In direct 
connection with their Ministry, a public café 
fronts onto the street.

Envisioned as a multi-phased project, Phase 1 
included; a 50-seat café, 300-seat auditorium 
for worship services, a gallery space, children’s 
ministry spaces, church offices and support 
spaces. The design also provides for future 
expansion in Phase 2, at the north end of the 
building where previous bowling lanes have 
been maintained.

The design included a revitalized façade, with 
canopy entrance at the front of the building,
creating an accessible and welcoming public 
face. White oak columns, wood soffits and
siding bring warmth to the façade. Large glazing 
was added to allow natural light deep into 
the existing building frontage. The auditorium 
space is situated within the core of the plan, 
where light and sound can be controlled. North 
of the auditorium is the ministry offices and 
community meeting rooms. As part of Phase 
2, the remainder of the exterior façade will 
be modernized to match and complement 
Phase 1, including an exterior living wall and 
the secondary entrance. Throughout these 
spaces, Hillside London is able to facilitate 
neighbourhood programs, partner with local 
organizations to host programs and events, and 
make their spaces available for the community.
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BUILDINGS320 THAMES ST. (RIVERWALK)
The Tricar Group in association with HGA Group & Kaisan Architect

Welcome to Riverwalk located in the River 
District of Downtown London with stunning views 
overlooking the Forks of the Thames River. The 
project objectives for Riverwalk were to:
• Bring development diversity within the

established downtown area
• Create a premier rental apartment building

to further the downtown’s mix of housing
types, support City’s housing objectives and
attract residents while contributing to the
downtown core economy

• Provide a residential development that
through the combination of its massing,
orientation, pedestrian entrances, street-
level commercial spaces, architectural
detailing, and material selection, will co-exist
well with existing features and complements
the character of the Downtown London
Heritage Conservation District (HCD)

• Design an enhanced landscape plan that
complements the building, reflects the
streetscape and provides an attractive
interface between the development and the
public realm

• Maximize the available capacity within
existing infrastructure

Architectural Excellence
At 24 storeys, and 240 suites, Riverwalk boasts 
London’s most sophisticated level of urban 
design in a downtown high-rise residential 
tower, with the building orientation designed 
to maximize park views. The façade treatment 
and building materials used are of high 
quality to sustain the long-term integrity of the 
building and are contemporary in design while 
at the same time, neutral enough to blend 
harmoniously with the fabric of the existing area.

The building was designed with a distinctive 
base/podium, middle and top. The first three 
storeys were built as a continuous street wall 
and reflect the general height of the surrounding 
buildings. An attractive streetscape provides 
an upgraded building façade designed with 
extensive glazing and masonry to reflect the 
traditional urban form found along York Street. 
Patterns of recurring bays and traditional 
fenestration patterns are arranged in a manner 
that helps break up the rhythm of the façade 
and reflect the historic precedent of smaller 
lots within a consistent street wall. Appealing 
yellow and red tinted glass was incorporated 
as a unique design element and a nod to the 
traditional yellow and red brick buildings found 
in the historic downtown. The tower section 
was designed to appear as though the light/
white portion is ‘interlocking’ with the charcoal/
dark portion which helps to break up massing 
and provide the illusion of multiple buildings. 
The step back was designed to ensure that the 
height of the tower is reduced to a pedestrian 
friendly scale which does not overwhelm the 
streetscape.

A mix of deciduous and coniferous trees and 
shrubs as well as perennials and ornamental 
grasses enhance the area and soften the 
transition from the building façade to the 
sidewalk and the public realm.

Positive contribution to the public realm/
quality of place
Successful communities are created 
where inventive design of outdoor spaces 
seamlessly intersects with everyday life. 
Riverwalk landscape treatment was designed 
to complement and enhance the building 
architecture, integrating the building into an 
established streetscape. Abundant lighting 

along the edges of an expansive, street level 
canopy also provides a prominent presence that 
promotes nighttime walkability and an added 
sense of security.

On site open space amenity areas link to trails 
and city parks providing community gathering 
spots and active recreation opportunities 
including community gardens, large-grassed 
areas, picnic spaces, trails, play equipment 
and a splash pad. Wide pedestrian sidewalks 
encircle the building providing pedestrian safe 
access with direct corridors to the commercial/
office and residential entrances. Convenient 
transit access is available with bike pathways 
connected to the downtown, public transit 
stops located along York Street, and is within 
walking distance to a variety of commercial, 
retail, attractions, dining, among others. Secured 
underground parking provides residents more 
green space to enjoy, reduces crime and 
unsightly views.

Riverwalk features over 14,000 sq.ft. of street 
level commercial spaces that continues Tricar’s 
commitment to the rejuvenation of the downtown 
London core. Adapting to the changing 
trend in commercial space, the layouts are 
designed with large open concept spaces with 
industrial exposed ceilings with the finishing 
details personalized by the business tenant. 
Accessibility to various modes of travel and the 
ease of pedestrian opportunities supports an 
active lifestyle and the protection of our eco 
footprint.
The high-end mixed use residential and 
commercial development increases safety, 
creates a positive space to attract visitors to 
the downtown core while supporting to the 
local economy and contributing positively to the 
vibrancy and culture of our downtown.
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ADAPTIVE REUSE OR
REHABILITATION

345 RIDOUT ST. N. (INFO-TECH)
Nicholson Sheffield Architects Inc. in association with Arthur Lierman Landscape Architecture

Info-Tech’s London operation is housed in a 
dense campus of heritage commercial buildings 
at the southwest corner of Ridout Street North 
and King Street. The building as it stands today 
was literally discovered amongst a bewildering 
collection of interior and exterior spaces 
created through the slow accretion of buildings 
and additions over more than a century. The 
architectural design was first and foremost 
predicated on responsible heritage architectural 
practices, involving a detailed survey of the 
found artifacts, followed by a careful stripping 
away of decades of additions and renovations 
to uncover the built form of heritage value. The 
challenges and opportunities revealed as the 
foundation for the Info-Tech project included a 
strong, clay masonry, urban street wall defining 
the southwest corner of King Street and Ridout 
Street North and a broad forecourt at the 
south end of the property, framed by heritage 
buildings to the north and west.

The design solution started with restoration 
of the remaining heritage buildings. Exterior 
masonry surfaces were carefully cleaned, 
windows were replaced with insulated glazing 
in period correct painted steel frames, and a 
new roof and flashings were installed to protect 
the existing buildings for future generations. 
Strategic details such as a new cornice line and 
window awnings were added to the exterior of 

the building to unify the complex and reference 
details that had been stripped from the buildings 
over their lifetime. The restaurant at grade at 
the corner of Ridout and King was a consciously 
maintained use, and its relationship to the public 
realm was improved with large, glazed areas 
protected by fabric awnings. The rooftop activity 
area visible from Ridout Street is the private 
analogue to the restaurant and contributes a 
similar quality and scale of active built space to 
the surrounding urban environment.

The forecourt to the building along Ridout 
was carefully designed with the contemporary 
requirements of its current tenant and local 
pedestrian activity in mind, while preserving 
the raw industrial heritage character inherent 
in the space. The legibly modern design and 
function of the patterned unit paving, minimalist 
planting strategy focused on shade and climbing 
ivy, and modern entry vestibule composed of 
industrial steel sections and glazing, all serve 
to bring the value of the heritage buildings into 
sharper focus. The composition is completed 
by a new masonry wall enclosing the forecourt 
which helps redefine the urban street edge, by 
creating a pedestrian scaled environment at 
the sidewalk’s edge. A large opening through 
the wall leads directly to the new building entry, 
inviting the surrounding community to engage 
with this historic property.
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BUILDINGS545-549 FANSHAWE PARK RD. W.
(ALTO APARTMENTS)
Zedd Architecture Inc. in association with MHBC Landscape Architecture

Alto Apartments is a contemporary design 
consisting of twin residential buildings located 
at a prominent intersection in north-west London 
Situated at the corner of Fanshawe Park Rd W 
and Wonderland Rd, this project brings high 
density construction to the Shopping Area Place 
Type outlined in the London Plan.

The towers sit over a two-level parking garage 
partially exposed to the east with the main 
entrance and access situated between the 
two towers. Fronting the towers is a two-level 
townhouse podium wrapped in a charcoal brick 
providing contrast to the lighter two tone tower 
colors.

The design therefore consists of the three 
classic urban design elements: the residential 
townhouse podium, the vertical tower and 
expressive roof elements.

These townhouses also act as the front porch 
of the development with expansive patios and 
intimate gardens acting as a buffer to the busy 
street. The patio and walkways also provide a 
connection between the shopping area to the 
west and the Medway Creek bridge and walking 
trails to the south and east. There is also the 
rear yard pathway system which connects to the 
naturalized wetlands of Hickoryridge.

The tower portion consists of continuous 
window wall, with large punched openings and 
glazed balconies. A two tone colour scheme 
accentuates the buildings configuration and 
the featured fins that carry up the building face 
and rise above the roof level to support the 
expansive metal sunshades that hover over the 
rooftop terraces.

This expressive roof element is visible from 
across the adjacent public spaces, which 
anchors the new buildings into the skyline and 
provides for an unobstructed view of Medway 
Creek and further to the skyline of downtown 
London for the residents.

Multicolored LED lights are used to further 
express the roof feature and vertical design 
elements at night. They engage with the 
community to celebrate holidays and bring 
attention to a broad variety of social causes 
(examples: orange for Halloween, rainbow for 
pride month).

This placemaking project connects the 
urban intersection of Fanshawe Park Road 
and Wonderland Road with the natural zone 
of Medway Creek, allowing for a balanced 
relationship between public and private and the 
natural with man-made form.

Alto at a Glance

Why is this project worthy of a London Urban 
Design Award?

• A new paradigm for multi residential
construction for London.

• A unique design that elevates this portion of
the Fanshawe Park urban thoroughfare.

• Integrated landscaping connecting the
Hickoryridge wetlands, onsite amenity
spaces and the Medway Creek walking
trails.

• Ground floor townhouses and parkette that
activates the public realm and contributes to
the adjacent shopping area place type.
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BUILDINGS585 CLARKE RD. 
(HOUSING FIRST YOUTH SHELTER)
a+LiNK Architecture Inc. in association with York Urbanist

The Youth Opportunities Unlimited (YOU) 
Housing First Youth Shelter is located outside 
of the downtown core in east London on 
Clarke Road. The new facility provides a safe, 
secure and welcoming space for at-risk youth, 
ages 16 24. The building concept, embrace, is 
derived from these three tenets. The building 
is designed with two wings which open and 
embrace a private outdoor courtyard for the 
youth. The private program spaces focus 
towards these private outdoor spaces, while the 
public program spaces shelter and buffer the 
youth from the street. As this is a transitional 
‘Housing First’ shelter, the goal of the building is 
to gather, protect and support the youth as they 
are assisted and work to achieve stable lives 
including housing, education, healthcare and 
employment.

The existing property, prior to construction, had 
3 abandoned single family houses, along with 
two service easements bisecting the parcel. 
This along with the parcel being a corner lot 
on Clarke Road and Culver Drive, established 
the new built massing to be located in the 
northeast portion of the parcel, reinforcing the 
corner condition, fronting onto Clarke Road, with 
parking and drop-off to the south. Many of the 
existing mature trees on the site were protected 
and maintained as these bring unparalleled 
value to the youth, staff and neighbourhood. 
The building mass, an homage to the archetypal 

“house”, was designed to be non-institutional. 
The street presence and first impressions of 
the building was of utmost importance, where 
the youth need to feel welcome to walk from 
the street into the shelter. A whimsical canopy 
creates that bridge, while still being buffered 
from the street with landscaping.

The 4 Green Globes rated design includes 
programming for 30 private bedrooms, 
singleuser all gender washrooms, large 
open concept living space as well as smaller 
quiet sitting lounges. Many of the spaces 
are accessible and pet-friendly. The facility 
also includes a commercial kitchen for meal 
preparation, on-site laundry, an intake wing 
as well as administration offices for YOU staff. 
The interior of the shelter is Hygge-inspired, 
the Danish word meaning ‘to give courage, 
comfort, joy’, with design elements and materials 
including light and bright finishes, natural wood 
and views to exterior spaces. The central 
communal space is lifted with exposed heavy 
timber trusses, which allows for a high volume 
of natural light to fill the core of the building, 
creating a bright, welcoming space.

This project is a testament to the design process 
in which the youth, community advisory group 
and YOU had a direct effect on creating this 
safe, secure and welcoming space for the 
London community.
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BUILDINGS1045 DUNDAS ST. (NIGHTINGALE PLACE)
Nicholson Sheffield Architects Inc. in association with Arthur Lierman Landscape Architecture

Located in the Old East Village of London, 
Ontario, Nightingale Place proposes to help 
fulfill the mandate of the community by providing 
residential density in a compact urban form on 
an infill lot. Nightingale Place brings 41 new 
affordable one-bedroom units to the community.
Nine of those units are barrier free or barrier 
free adaptable. All suites benefit from large 
windows and Juliette balconies. These features 
connect the building to the public space of 
Dundas Street in a traditional way, delineating 
the public and private spaces in a way where 
they are distinct from, yet engaged with 
each other. As an affordable housing project, 
Nightingale Place contributes to a long history, 
rooted in the industrial-manufacturing past of 
east London, of ensuring that people working 
in the area can continue to afford to live in the 
area, and help it continue to grow and thrive as 
a vibrant community.

As areas of East London continue the long, slow 
transition from manufacturing to more mixed and 
inclusive uses, the character of its streets and 
public spaces are evolving. Located immediately 
east of the Western Fair Raceway on the south 
side of Dundas, between Egerton Street and 
Kellogg Lane, the Nightingale Place lot sits 
amidst a collection of single storey commercial 
buildings, an underutilized surface parking lot, 
and a couple of residual single family residential 
homes currently occupied by professional 
service providers.

Nightingale Place makes the urban goals the 
Old East Village Community has established 
for itself the departure point for the project. 
The five-storey building comes forward to meet 
the street and fills the lot from east to west 
to better define the public space of Dundas 
Street. Parking, screened from public view at 
the rear of the building, is accessed via a drive-
way through and under the building which, 
although a necessity on this tight, urban lot, 
is celebrated architecturally as a city scaled 
‘porch’ providing a covered drop off and entry 
to the building. The opening at the base of the 
building allows the upper floors to continue to 
define the public space of the street, provides 
relief in the massing at the pedestrian scale, 
and frames views to the dense treetops that 
characterize the community of single-family 
homes to the south. A strong pedestrian scaled 
base is defined at the ground floor in light 
coloured stone and a wide canopy and large 
glazed openings define a welcoming public 
entry. Given the slow continual evolution of 
the neighbourhood the building was designed 
for maximum flexibility. Should the need or 
desire arise, street facing units at grade have 
been designed to be converted, with minimal 
modifications, from residential into live-work or 
commercial uses.

East London has clearly delineated a future for 
itself, building upon it’s rich past. Nightingale 
Place was designed to be integral to that future 
by helping to rebuild the social and physical 
fabric of the community.
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BUILDINGS1090 HAMILTON RD. (RESIDENZA ORTONA)
Nicholson Sheffield Architects Inc. in association with Ron Koudys Landscape Architects Inc.

Spurred on by the success and positive 
reception of Residenza Italia in its Meadowlily, 
East London community, the Italian Seniors 
Project secured a property across Hamilton 
Road to the north for their second affordable 
housing project, Residenza Ortona. This 3-4 
storey, 60-unit apartment building is open to 
tenants of all ages, with a particular focus on 
housing veterans and tenants with special 
needs. At the express request of the client, the 
project was designed with a strong focus on 
fostering community, containing two large indoor 
amenity rooms, a large common kitchen, and 
two large outdoor common patios with different 
aspects. All common areas are fully accessible 
and 19 of the 60 units are fully barrier free, or 
barrier-free adaptable.

Residenza Ortona makes an equal commitment 
to community both on and off site where it 
meets the public space of Hamilton Road and 
East London. The surrounding neighbourhood 
is primarily composed of single family homes on 
wide building lots, with treed ravine landscapes 
interspersed. Residenza Ortona was designed 
to frame the space of the street and delineate 
public from private space, but also to fit into 
the character, scale, and rhythm of the existing 
community. Only three stories on Hamilton Road, 

Residenza Ortona is broken into residential 
scale vertical masses, articulated to indicate a 
masonry base and siding top, respectful of the 
typical masonry mass capped by dark shingled 
roof forms of the domestic architecture of its 
neighbours. In this way, it is a larger building, 
affecting the appearance of a community 
of smaller buildings along Hamilton Road. 
Capitalizing on a site that slopes dramatically 
down from the road, towards the north, the 
building emerges from the slope into the rear 
of the wooded lot at a full four storeys. Parking 
is screened from public view in this valley 
condition, where it provides barrier-free access 
from tenant vehicles to the building. Generous 
common outdoor terraces to the east and west, 
nestled into the valley landscape away from 
the traffic noise on Hamilton Road are directly 
accessed from the community laundry facilities, 
both common rooms, and the shared communal 
kitchen.

Residenza Ortona continues the mission of 
the Italian Seniors project, providing housing 
opportunities for those who might not otherwise 
have them, creating a strong community and 
ensuring a seamless connection with existing 
communities through good design.
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BUILDINGS1305 RIVERBEND RD. 
(WEST 5 OFFICE BUILDING)
Architects Tillmann Ruth Robinson in association with Ron Koudys Landscape Architects Inc.

Knowing that sustainability must be a core 
pillar of future communities, Sifton Properties is 
working with architects Tillmann Ruth Robinson 
to develop West 5 as a self-sustaining energy 
ecosystem that attracts Londoners who value 
conscientious living. To date, our designs for 
West 5 have included an Office and Commercial 
Building and complementary Parking Garage 
that are both leading the way in sustainable 
architecture by adopting innovative energy 
conservation measures and energy generation 
strategies. Specifically, a fresh approach to 
facade- and roof-mounted solar panels works to 
generate the Office and Commercial Building’s 
entire power supply – and then some.

Urban Design Intents:
• Meet a Net-Zero energy goal in a multi-

tenant office facility that works at the
community scale, meaning it both relies on
and contributes to surrounding buildings as
part of a larger energy network

• Seamlessly integrate active technologies
with quality design

• Contribute to a strong community brand and
sense of identity, visible from Oxford Street
with signature façade mounted panels and a
digital display screen

• Creates a strong street edge and active
pedestrian zone along Riverbend Road,
facing the future Legacy Square

• Creates a ground floor passage between
the parking structure, which is located
behind the building and the tenant spaces
on Riverbend Road and the future Legacy
Square

• Create a defined streetscape with an
articulated parking structure and associated
solar canopy

Our design for the four-storey, 45,000 sq ft West 
5 Office and Commercial Building distributes 
hundreds of solar panels along the building’s 
eastern, southern, and western facades. Rather 
than using the standard pre-purchased building 
integrated PV wall panels typically used for this 
application, we instead turned to traditional 
roof-mounted PV panels that we then mounted 
vertically. By designing specific, thermally 
broken facade connectors, we were able to 
facilitate standard local trade construction 
practices and significantly reduce the high 
cost and long lead times typically associated 
with pre-purchased building integrated PV wall 
panels. Additional solar panels mounted to the 
building’s roof contribute to a grand sum of 876 
panels, which together are able to harness 89.8 
percent of the building’s total required energy.

Additional energy arrives courtesy of the 
complementary onsite Parking Garage. Clad in 
1,116 solar panel modules, this two-storey facility 
represents Canada’s largest solar parkade. In 
total, it yields a remarkable 452,000 kWh per 
year – enough to power 45 average Canadian 
homes for a year. As this energy far exceeds 
the requirements of our office building, surplus 
energy is then fed into other nearby buildings. 
Furthermore, by arranging the Office and 
Commercial Building’s facade-mounted solar 
panels into an attractive geometric pattern, 
we successfully demonstrate how sustainable 
technology can be turned into an attractive 
design feature. This reflects Sifton’s ongoing 

commitment to harnessing forward-thinking 
design as an inspiring catalyst for positive 
progress. Positioned at the entrance to the 
West 5 site, our Office and Commercial Building 
acts as the gateway for their development. To 
make the most of this location, the building’s 
protective overhang is supported by columns 
arranged into a prominent “W” that builds a 
sense of identity around the community brand. 
Meanwhile, the third-floor corner of the building 
is fitted with a wrap-around digital screen that 
provides advertising opportunities for tenants 
and acts as a welcoming beacon for the West 5 
community.

Back at the ground floor, special focus was paid 
to the relationship between the building and 
its adjacent public realm. The lobby facilitates 
a clear passageway from parking on one side 
to the public park on the other, while retail 
tenants have direct access to spill-out patios 
on widened sidewalks lined with planters and 
bleacher seating.

Further sustainability features of this project 
include a high-performance building envelope, 
and Variable Refrigerant Flow air handling 
systems. As a result, the base building and 
office tenants produce no on-site greenhouse 
gas and are net-zero carbon in their design. 
Our work in bringing the West 5 master plan to 
life continues with our designs for an upcoming 
condominium and apartment building, which 
will continue to demonstrate how designers, 
developers, and tenants can work together 
at a community scale to achieve impactful 
environmental progress.
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BUILDINGS1325 RIVERBEND RD. (HĒLIO)
Diamond Schmitt Architects in association with Ron Koudys Landscape Architects Inc.

Helio is the first in a series of multi-unit 
residential buildings to be erected in the ‘West 
5’ net zero energy development in London, 
Ontario. Comprising a total of 10 floors and 
115 residential rental apartments, this building 
forms a significant step towards the net zero 
development’s realization.

Although attention and focus has been placed 
on the energy efficiency and on-site generation 
within the building, quality of resident and 
urban experience has played an important 
and definitive role in shaping the project. The 
building occupies a site at the primary cross-
roads of the West 5 development – Riverbend 
Road and the Beltway – and faces a central park 
and event space.

The building is separated into a strong public 
base, clad in precast concrete and triple-glazed 
aluminum curtainwall and upper residential 
floors, which are clad in polychromatic brick 
with dark metal accents and patterned glass 
balconies. Ground floor retail units, planned 
to accommodate a variety of local retailers 
and restaurants, animate the generous public 
sidewalks and well-defined, landscaped 
streetscape.

Resident balconies facing the public park 
project from the building façade in a playful 
pattern to activate the building fabric and make 
visual connections to the main public space. 
The building form, tallest at the main corner, 
steps down to transition to lower density 
developments to the south and west. Public 

and resident parking is located in a structured 
parkade behind the building, where it is visually 
separated from the streets, but fully accessible 
via a two-story breezeway that connects to the 
public right of way. The top level of the parkade 
is covered by a solar canopy which provides 
weather protection while also contributing to 
power generation for the project. The building 
facades that face the parkade are similarly clad 
with integrated solar panels.

With unit sizes ranging from 600 to 1,600 square 
feet, the building provides residents with ample 
natural light and living space, promoting family 
sized units as the majority while creating some 
smaller units for those who do not require the 
additional space. Balconies are generously 
sized to make them a useful additional living 
space for the apartments, and all balcony 
connections to the structure are secured with 
structural thermal breaks, maintaining the 
highest standard on energy efficiency.

Building amenity on the second and third levels 
include a party space, theatre screening room 
and gym/yoga spaces, as well as a generous 
guest suite.

The West 5 Development aims to be net zero 
energy on a neighbourhood scale. Helio 
contributes to this goal by steeply reducing the 
energy use relative to a typical building its type 
and generating a projected 50% of its energy 
requirements through the use of integrated 
photovoltaic panels installed on the roofs and 
walls.
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BUILDINGS1349 WESTERN RD.  (HURON UNIVERSITY 
COLLEGE ACADEMIC BUILDING)
Architects Tillmann Ruth Robinson in association with Ron Koudys Landscape Architects Inc.

For any respected academic institution, a key 
challenge involved in major expansion projects 
involves honouring the established sense 
of identity that defines an existing campus 
environment while also working to introduce 
engaging new facilities that reflect contemporary 
design sensibilities and functionality.

Inspired by this challenge, the new Academic 
Building at Huron University College — which 
was first established in London in 1863 before 
moving to its present location on Western Road 
in 1956 — successfully explores how new and 
established campus architecture can co-exist 
in thoughtful dialogue with one another, with 
their surroundings, and with the community at 
large. Including a 435-seat auditorium, learning 
spaces, student collaboration and social areas, 
and administrative offices, the 40,000 square 
foot building serves as a bold new landmark 
that builds on Huron’s legacy and on London’s 
long history as a leader in delivering great post-
secondary education.

Urban Design Intents:
• Show respect for the existing Huron 

University College campus architecture and 
landscape

• Create an attractive new campus destination 
for a new era

• Establish rich connections between students, 
faculty, and the London community

Sensitive public realm strategies work to 
integrate the project into its setting and 
ultimately develop a richer sense of place 
along Western Road. Faced with a tight site that 
presented numerous topographic challenges, 
architects Tillmann Ruth Robinson developed 
a concept that surgically fits into the sloped 
landscape. This approach led to a structural form 
that, despite its sharp geometric angles, reads 
as a natural extension of the topography. The 
placement of the auditorium allows the building 
to arch up and provide cover to the pedestrian 
passage that connects Huron’s campus to 
Western University under Western Road. The 
new building’s placement is close to the street, 
finding alignment with Western Road as well as 
with existing campus buildings.

In another courteous nod to the site, the design 
team looked to the nearby O’Neil Ridley Hall 
for the inspiration behind the building’s material 
palette. While a thoughtful integration of brick 
and stonework thus contributes to a cohesive 
feeling of campus harmony, the new Academic 
Building also expresses its own, entirely 
unique architectural character. Along Western 
Road, large expanses of glass expose a grand 
interior staircase, as well as the building’s 
sophisticated steel structure. Over on the west 
facade, the second-storey Board of Governors 
conference room cantilevers out addressing 
the quad, creating a dramatic canopy over the 
building’s main entrance. The Board Room is 
also accessible to a roof terrace for informal 
gatherings.

Inside, a combination of large and small 
classrooms, seminar rooms, senior 
administration offices, meeting rooms, the 
Student Activity Centre, public gathering areas, 
and support spaces are spread across two 
naturally well-lit floors. A focus on meaningful 
shared space between these areas paves 
the way for the boundary-crossing social 
interactions that define rich student life and 
innovative collaboration. Harkening back to 
the language of traditional campus design, 
stone, brick and wood all appear liberally in 
these interior environments, communicating the 
permanence of this new campus asset. Back 
to the modern end of the design spectrum, an 
abundance of large windows works to carry 
natural light inside while also broadcasting 
the positive buzz of student activity to those 
outside.

Finally, as the building’s crown jewel, the central 
auditorium works to draw this outside community 
in for student convocations, performances, and 
lectures – creating a vibrant new destination for 
the Huron University College community.
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PUBLIC SPACES
AND LANDSCAPES 

1515 ROB PANZER DR. 
(NORTH LONDON TOYOTA)
Arthur Lierman Landscape Architecture

The prospect of future residential development 
to the north and east of the dealership was the 
impetus to provide high quality urban design 
responses that would shape North London 
Toyota’s public realm identity and character. 
Both landscape and architecture interweave 
in a balanced arrangement with contemporary 
and honest material expressions consisting 
of a series of low L-shaped walls, tall piers, 
horizontal screens, and plantings. Together a 
geometric language of visually discreet, human-
scaled elements affords streamlined screening 
and transitional definition.

The layered and shifting architectural 
composition is punctuated and softened with 
ribbons of tall, wispy ornamental grasses that 
repeat along the north streetscape in a rhythmic 
framework. A complementary sequence of low 
L-shaped walls, incised with random vertical
patterning, and ornamental grass backdrops
continues to spatially demarcate the two
remaining streetscapes to achieve engaging
urban edges that unify the public realm with
harmony and simplicity.

The outdoor vehicle display plaza’s angled 
paving pattern projects outward connecting with 
the pedestrian walkway and the entry pylon sign 
and is seamlessly extended and reiterated in the 
landscape by bold bands of contrasting textural 
plants. The forecourt’s overall composition 
radiates a legible order that establishes an 
energized urban frontage that animates the 
intersection. Integrated at the northeast corner, 
a small indented parkette with casual seating 
that is defined by shade trees and gardens 
references and echoes the roundabout.
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BUILDINGSTALBOT COLLEGE, WESTERN UNIVERSITY 
(DON WRIGHT FACULTY OF MUSIC)
Nicholson Sheffield Architects Inc. in association with Arthur Lierman Landscape Architecture

Project Scope & Description:
The Don Wright Faculty of Music at Western 
University is one of Canada’s leading music 
schools. Due to this success, the faculty has 
seen enrollment increase by approximately 300 
students since the construction of their original 
building in 1972. To accommodate the growth 
of the Don Wright Faculty of Music, the faculty 
required an expansion of available space and 
updates to modernize their facilities. The design 
expanded the building by 9,500 square feet, 
including a new five-storey tower that fills a 
previous courtyard space. A renovated block 
accommodates a new performance hall, faculty 
offices, practice rooms, teaching studios, an 
early music ensemble suite, and a main lobby. 
The project also features a new 45-seat recital 
hall, recording studio spaces, and teaching 
studios of varying size and character. The 
project was designed for phasing and modest 
expansion, including a new expanded lobby, 
more teaching studios and two significant 
classrooms. Our firm provided full architectural 
services for planning, programming, design, and 
contract administration.

Challenges and Accomplishments:
There were significant challenges associated 
with the planning and execution of the project, 
including addressing the programmatic needs 
of the faculty, exploring possible locations 
for the faculty, assessing, and working with 
existing building conditions including structural 
and mechanical systems, and managing a 
complex addition/renovation project within 
and adjacent to an operating building. The 
project is, at once, a renovation, a change of 
use and new construction. The renovation was 
at Talbot College, the change of use corrected 
the completely inadequate building envelope, 
and the new construction, new or replacement 
program. While the needs of the music school 
are spatial, and volumetric, they are also 
always acoustic which added (literally) layers 
and separation to every wall, ceiling, and floor. 
By working with the project manager, project 
stakeholders, and the consultant team, we were 
able to carefully addresses these challenges to 
ultimately accomplish the successful completion 
of a project which accommodates the current 
and future needs of the Faculty of Music.

Urban Design:
From a campus design perspective, a large 
programme has been assembled into smaller 
volumes at the scale of Talbot College. These 
volumes each present to different campus 
conditions. In a significant gesture, the original 
west wing of the building was removed to 
allow a long view of Middlesex College from 
Huron Drive, instead of the previous view into a 
loading dock. Material choices, and fenestration 
proportion and vertical fins reference the 
collegiate gothic style of the core campus, but 
in a modern interpretation. The project met the 
demands of campus design guidelines, height 
limitations and UTRCA setbacks within a very 
tight budget. Two of three blocks have been 
constructed facing the playing fields and were 
planned and built to allow the addition of a 
block of two stacked classrooms on the south-
east end when budget allows. The building has 
two principal entrances: one more ceremonial 
to the south with a special drop-off area, and 
the other facing east to best serve access from 
the parking lot. Both have discrete ramps for 
distinguished access, and instrument loading.

As a campus building it connects to another, 
and allows a variety of short cuts, and gathering 
spaces for students. Every main corridor is 
glazed with a view into woods, or an orienting 
view of campus, while providing light and 
security.
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PUBLIC SPACES
AND LANDSCAPES 

THAMES VALLEY PARKWAY - NORTH 
BRANCH CONNECTION 
Dillon Consulting Limited

The Thames Valley Corridor is one of London’s 
most important natural, cultural, recreational, 
and aesthetic resources. Located along the 
Thames River, the corridor is a complex system 
of sensitive ecological habitats, intensive public 
recreation areas, and developed urban lands 
that are interconnected by a municipal pathway 
system called the Thames Valley Parkway 
(TVP). Comprising over 40 kilometres of multi-
use pathway, the TVP extends along all three 
branches of the Thames River and converges 
in the downtown core. It links to over 150 
kilometres of additional city trails.

The TVP - North Branch Connection project 
addresses a major gap in the Thames Valley 
Parkway between Richmond Street and Adelaide 
Street, connecting Ross Park to the North 
London Athletic Fields. The new pathway opens 
up the TVP to thousands of Londoners in the 
north east end of the City. The approximately 
1.8 kilometre connection features two modified 
warren half-through pony truss bridges spanning 
the North Thames River and is fully accessible 
to all ages and abilities. A neighbourhood 
connection from North Branch Meadows to 
Tetherwood Boulevard provides access for 
maintenance and emergency vehicles to the 
new section of pathway north of the Thames 
River.

Opening up this section of the TVP has been 
a high priority for the City for many years, with 
discussions with property owners started over 
10 years ago. Retained by the City of London, 
Dillon Consulting Limited (Dillon) completed 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) to develop 
an alignment that was sensitive to the natural 
surroundings. Dillon was later retained to 
complete the design, and contract administration 
for the preferred pathway alignment. Information 
gathered during the EA was used to guide the 
detailed design process with consideration for 
the natural environment sensitivities along the 
North Thames River. Construction of the pathway 
connection was completed by J-AAR Excavating 
which commenced in summer 2019 and was 
opened to the public in fall of 2020.

With the recreational pathway constructed 
through mostly undisturbed naturalized land, 
Dillon collaborated with the City and the Upper 
Thames Conservation Authority to minimize 
the construction footprint and ecological 
impacts to the local wildlife. The final alignment 
was meticulously established by balancing 
the removal of significant trees and impacts 
to floodplain storage. The pathway design 
includes very purposeful vegetation and habitat 
restoration along the new alignment, allowing 
the area to re-naturalize over time. Numerous 
species of thorny vegetation were incorporated 
to help deter people from straying from the path.

Whether actively commuting to and from the 
north end of the City, exercising, or out for a 
leisurely stroll, the North Branch Connection 
showcases the City’s natural heritage and offers 
stunning views of the North Thames River. 
Already well used, the meandering path with 
strategically placed seating areas and spacious 
bridge decks expands access to public open 
space and facilitates views of the Forest City 
which were previously unseen.
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LARGE PLACES AND 
NEIGHBOURHOODS

THE ALCOVE NEIGHBORHOOD 
Millstone Homes of London

The Alcove is more than just a neighborhood or 
subdivision. It’s a community of homes inspired
by European, forward-thinking design elements. 
It truly caters to a community of like-minded
homeowners who are looking for less traditional 
design elements and who naturally gravitate
towards the innovative and creative.

A concern homeowners often face when 
thinking about renovating their current home or
building on a residential lot is the way their 
home will stand out among the surrounding 
homes. Many homeowners want their homes 
to fit stylistically within the streetscape and 
not stand out in a jarring or unconventional 
way. However, they may also be drawn to less 
conventional design options. The problem then 
becomes: how does one satisfy their desire 
for an innovative build without standing out in 
a neighborhood that features more traditional 
builds?

The solution is The Alcove: a pocket of homes 
that transports you to a place where unique
design is at the forefront making you feel as 
though you could be in a completely different 
city or country! The homes break the mould of 
traditional design and will feature leaning walls, 
curved walls, and cantilevered walls, among 
other unconventional facade elements. Plus, 
whereas homes in some subdivisions feel as 
though they are too close together, The Alcove’s 
homes are all built on very generous sized lots, 
many of which have pools. Once again, the idea 
behind the lot size is to satisfy the homeowner 
making them feel as though they get all 
the design elements they dream of without 
compromising on space.

The Alcove was really inspired by the diverse 
population in London, Ontario. We wanted to
create a neighborhood that celebrates diversity 
with design elements that are not traditionally
seen in London, but that are perhaps familiar to 
people coming from different parts of the world.
Moreover, the materials of the homes 
themselves are sourced both internationally 
and locally, a strong testament to what happens 
when countries blend and collaborate as one.

Supporting the community is at the heart of The 
Alcove, as it has not only responded to the
needs and wants of local residents, but it has 
also supported funding for London’s hospitals.
One of the homes was in fact chosen to be one 
of the London Hospital Dream Homes, which
reinforces just how much The Alcove has done 
and continues to do for the community.

Ultimately, we hope that The Alcove is one of 
the first of many subdivisions that inspires other
communities and builders. We would love to see 
other communities that challenge design
traditions and norms and that put innovation at 
the forefront of homebuilding. As London has
been widely accepted as a phenomenal test 
market in Canada, we truly believe that there 
is no better city to innovate and to grow, and 
we are excited to see how The Alcove inspires 
other neighborhoods to come.
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